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to respond
to the re-

Randy Thies ponders a question from the audience, quest. He
perhaps about his tattoo. also said

thathiswife

Karla gave
her“OK.” Hisacceptance for the project took himoutof Topeka
for some five months, withmost ofthose in Iraq.

Priorto going overseas, Randy and other selected arche-
ologists had to gather at the Parsons Corporation in Pasadena,
California. Parsons has been given over two billion dollars in
contractstorebuild Irag. The contracts include rebuilding Iraq’s
infrastructure, constructing military facilities, destroying enemy
munitions, andrepairing oil fields. They were letthroughthe Army
CorpsofEngineers. Parsonsalso got the contractto dothe mass
graves locations around Iraq. The evidence gathered from the
graves would beusedin the investigations into Saddam Hussein’s

""Archeologist," continued on page 14

Forensicarcheologist
tells of his experiences

inIraq investigating
mass graves

Randy Thies of the Kansas Museum of
History was our guest speaker for the July Membership
Luncheon. Histalk, however, wasnotabout his work with
the History Museum. It was about a four and one-half
month tourin Iragasa “DOD [Department of Defense]

Randy had seenarequeston the Internet forarche-
ologists to do work with mass grave sitesin Iraq, and he
saidittook him less than 10 minutes to make the decision
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A Vietnam vet dedicates the new
Vietnam Marine exhibit

A dedication ofthe Vietnam Marine Exhibit was held Monday, August
14at 11 a.m. Familyand friends of Tad Pritchett and Museum members
gathered atthe cargo ramp of the NCH-53 A Sea Stallion helicopter for the
ceremony. Gene Howerter was Master of Ceremonies and Tad was the
keynote speaker. WIBW-TV Channel 13 covered the dedication.

Gene welcomed the guests and told them that this was a unique exhibit
in thatthe Sea Stallionserved as the exhibit “case.” He told the audience he
would leaveitto Tad toexplain thatsignificance and then told themallittle
aboutthe NCH-53A inourcollection. Gene related thatthe NCH-53 A was
onloanto CAM fromthe National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola,
Florida and that we acquired the helo from Naval Air Engineering Station
Lakehurst, New Jersey inJuly 1999. Thehelo was partially dismantled and
trucked to Topeka by Worldwide Aircraft Recovery of Bellvue, Nebraska,
and volunteers spent the rest of the summer putting it back together.

Gene then gave some dimensions of the Sea Stallionas itis exhibited,
and told the audience the helo had served with the Navy, Marine Corps,
NASA, FAA, and back to the Navy during its 20 years of service. He
thanked Tad for
choosing CAM as a
place to exhibit the
Vietnam Marine and
forbeingamemberof
the Museum. Gene
then turned the po-
diumoverto Tad.

Before Tad be-
gan his comments, a
curtain hanging over
the cargoramptothe
Sea Stallion was re-
moved, allowing the
audiencetolook into
the helicopter’scargo
bay and see the
exhibit.

The following
are Tad’s comments
about the exhibit,
Vietnam, and
Vietnam veterans.

“Thank you
friends and family for
attending the opening
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of our Vietnam Marine Exhibit. Through it, [ hope to
convey to you what is was like toride a Sea Stallioninto
combat. First, | want to thank Danny [San Romani,
CAM Curator] for his help in getting Gomer setup and
my friend Dee Hulsing for lending her time and per-
spective indesigningand building the exhibit.

“Vietnam wasan individual experience. Thereare
3.5million Vietnam Veterans and each ofushas ourown
storyand perspective. Exceptfortheinitial deployment,
Americans wentto Vietnam by themselves, joined units
that had not trained together and then returned home
aloneon“Freedom Birds.” During theirtour, they faced
an ever-present, competent enemy equipped by China
and Russia. Additionally, they experienced the same
socialissues that youdealt with here such as drugs, racial
tensions and war protests.

“By the end of 1968, leadership in Vietnam was
largely junior officers who, only months before, might
havebeen college students. Inspite of this, they never
lostalargebattle and maintained moraleand discipline in
the face of shrinking Stateside support. At the end of
their tour, they returned to a country that held them
accountable foramismanagedstrategy. Inthemovieand
literary world they are seldom portrayed as competent.

“Thisis why I chose a Second Lieutenant for this
exhibit.

“Imagine foramomentthatyouhavebeensitting for
hours onadusty runway waiting for this helicopter. The
temperatureis 105 degrees; humidity is 85%. Youhave
sent the platoon guide forammunition and C-Ration.
Before the C-Rat cases hit the deck, they are stripped
and the trading begins. "Who wants beans and franks for
spaghetti and meat balls? Throw those away, they're
bad luck.! Ham and limas and ham and eggs lay
unclaimed inthe C-ration boxes.

“The armorer has checked all the weapons. The
squads collecttheirmachine gunammunition, hand gre-
nades and Claymores. C-4 plastic explosives, mortar
rounds, and spare radio batteries are placed into their
packs. Everyone shares the load. Soonitisall packed
and before you board youwill have gained more than 75
Ibs. inequipment.

“Some Marinesare playing music, reading, talking,
playing Back Alley Bridge or writing lettershome. Some
are napping and others are snacking but nobody 1s
happy. Idle time for 18 and 19 year olds is nota good
thing. They fillitone way oranother, usually ininnovative
ways that lead to trouble. Youreview yourmap, your
coordinates, code names, call signs, radio frequencies,
orders, rosters, prearranged artillery coordinates and
equipment. Youhopeand pray youdon’tdoanything
stupid.

Vietnam Marine exhibit, con't. on page 17

Far Left: Gene
Howerteras Master
of Ceremonies.

Left: Tad Pritchett
was the exhibit
builder and keynote
speaker
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Film crew for the History Channel
visits Combat Air Museum

On August 8 a film crew from Actuality Produc-
tions visited CAM. They were under contract with the
History Channel to produce anew series called “The
States,” that will covereach of the fifty states. The intent
of the series is to be a history lesson highlighting the
origins, history and placesto visitin each state.

Mr. Robert Rosales of Actuality Productions

called and spoke with curator Danny San Romanion

July 31 about the production and wanted to set a date
and time to visit the Museum while the film crew wasin
Topeka August 7 and 8. When SanRomani learned the
date of the visit, he told Mr. Rosales that the Museum
wouldbeholdingits August Aviation Education Class for
young people that week,

and perhaps the film crew

would want to film part of
that. San Romani had a

schedule of events for the

dayofthevisitand toldMr.
Rosales what was on the

day’sagenda. Ithappened

to include a segment on

weather, to be presented

by a meteorologist from KSNT Channel 27 TV. Mr.
Rosales was very interested in that as it would give the
team a chance to interview someone about Kansas
weather. San Romani alsorecommended thatthe crew
interview Dick Trupp, the instructor for the class.

Ina follow up e-mail, Mr. Rosalesexplained more
about the new series. He wrote that part of the show
would feature informal interviews with local residents
fromeachstate. Otherpartswill include interviews with
historians. The crew called the interviews with the local
residents their “spirit stories,” and they hope to find
people who love their state and have a passion for what
theydo.

Mr. Rosales wrote that they wanted to getamix of
people fromall walks of lifetorepresent Kansas, includ-
ingaviation fans, farmers, tomado “twisters,” local per-
sonalities and such. They wanted to talk withsomeone
from the Museum because Kansas (actually Wichita) is
known as the Aviation Capital of America (the World).
They werenotlooking foranindepth study onaviation,

justsome comments from people who had an apprecia-
tionforaviationandaviationhistory. Aninterviewwould
lastabout 15-20 minutes.

A three-personfilm crewarrivedabout 11 a.m.on
August 8 and began filming part of the weather presen-
tation that Tom Hagen of Channel 27 was giving tothe
Aviation Education Class. Afterthe segmentwasover
and class dismissed for the day, the team interviewed
Tom. They then did an informal walk around the
Museum with Dick,and Margaret Haddad, producer,
interviewed him. Theinterview wasnotjuston Combat
AirMuseum. Sheasked Dick aboutaviationin Kansas
generally and historically. She asked him about the
impact of military basesin
the state,and Dick told her
about all the airbases and
fields in Kansas during
World War 11, and how
today we have one major
Air Force Base and two
major Army Forts.

Theinterview wasnot
focused onjustoneareaor
topic. Dick said Margaretasked himifDodge City was
still part of the old west (her business card listed a
WoodlandHills, Californiaaddress). Somewhatamused
by the question, he replied that the city does present its
old west heritage through the Boot Hill Museum and
Front Street, but that Dodge City isa21% centurycity.
Shealsoasked Dick his view aboutthe Kansas FlintHills
and theirecology. Itsohappened thatthenextscheduled
site for the film crew was Ravenwood Lodge and
Hunting Preserve, located southwestand justoutside the
Topekametropolitanarea. The visitto Ravenwood was
toinclude atrip into the Flint Hills.

Dick arranged a visit to the Forbes control tower,
which the crewreadily accepted, and left with himto visit
thatsite and speak with the towermanager, Jim Menge.
Then, it was back to the Museum for more filming and
talking with Dick. '

The crew finished up and departed CAM about
2:30p.m. and asked Dick to join them for lunch. When
they finished, the crew gave their thanks and good-byes
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Our speaker for the October Membership
Luncheon is Robert McKitterick, Lieutenant
Colonel, US Air Force (Retired). He is a close
friend of CAM member Don Mathers, and they
served togetherin SAC Headquarters during their
respective AirForce careers. Colonel McKitterick
served 28 years and was aNavigator/Bombardier
insome of SAC’sbestbombers. He flew inthe B-
47 Stratojet, B-58 Hustler, B-52 Stratofortress,
andFB-111 Aardvark. Inadditionto SACHead-
quarters, his duty stations included Operation Line-
backerover Viethamandtoursat Schilling, Forbes,
Carswell, Little Rock, Beale and Ellsworth Air
ForceBases. Colonel McKitterick will sharehis
SACexperiences withus. The Octoberluncheon

. isMonday, October9at11:30 a.m. )

R DN

Speakers announced for October and
DecemberMembershipLuncheons

For our December Membership Luncheon,
tobeheld Monday, December 11, members of the
Dawn Patrol will be our guestspeakers. This will
include Mr. Dick Starks who donated the Taube
replicato CAM inMay. The Dawn Patrol fliesa
variety of homebuiltreplicaaircraft mostly out of
the Gardner, Kansas airport. »*

Join the
CombatAir
Museum!

and about 3:25 p.m. headed for Ravenwood Lodge.
Notbad fora 15-20 minute interview.

Margaret Haddad told Dick the series would begin
airing in June 2007. She said that once production was
finished and the episodes scheduled, someone would
contact the Museum to let us know when the Kansas
episode would beaired. It will be interesting to see how
much of the visit to CAM makes the final cut. 3

: ' November23rd

" Therelsno Menibershxp Luncheon

- inNovember.

'IhenextMembershlp Luncheoniis
' Monday, December 11.

o O
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During July Tom Witty finished arebuild of the
Early Aviationexhibit. His finished product, with the
exceptionofthetitle, is forall intentand purposes, anew
exhibit.

The left panel of the case deals with early attempts
of powered, manned flightin the United States including
the successful efforts of the Wright brothers and their
WrightFlyeratKitty Hawk, North Carolina. Itincludes
information about Octave Chanute, a supporter of the
brothers,and Samuel Pierpont Langley, acompetitor for
the firstmanned, controlled flight.

The centersectionisahand-me-down panel from
the Kansas History Museum dealing with early Kansas
aviation. Thepanelincludes the work of A.K. Longren
and hisairplane factories in Topeka fromcirca 1911 to
1926. Other Kansans ofaviation fame are presented,
including those whose companies wouldeventually make
Wichita, Kansas the “Air Capital of the World.” A few
modifications weremade to this panel soitwould fitinto
the case, and it looks like itbelonged there all along,

The bottom panel of the case includes a diorama
Tom builtshowing the firstmanned, powered, controlled
flight by the Wright brothers on December 17, 1903.
Tom builtthe dioramato comply with hisresearch on that

Two new exhibits
openon
early attempts of
powered, manned
flightand
WAVES

flight. Itshows the Wright Flyerjustat the point of lifi-
offfrom the launchrail. The bottom panel alsoincludes
information on Glenn Curtiss, another well known early
aviator; Brazilian—born Alberto Santos-Dumont who
made the first powered flight in Europe in 1906; and
Frenchpilot Louis Bleriot, who in 1907 became the first
to flyacrossthe English Channel. Completing thebottom
panelisaperiod leather flying helmetand flying goggles
provided by Ray Miller.

Therightpanelincludes several colorful copies of
airrace and airexposition posters from 1909-1912 and
photos of other early aircraft. The bottom ofthis panel
touches onthe military useofthenew flying machines and
how their use would soon change the face of warfare.
Thisprovidesagood leadinto thenextcaseinline, which
is World War L.

During the week of August 7, Tom completed an
exhibiton WAVES where he assisted Marlene Urban
and Jane Weinmann. Artifactsinthe exhibitinclude
three WAVES uniforms we acquired from Old Olathe
Naval Air Museum in February 2004 after OONAM
closed. The uniformsinclude a winter blues of a Petty
Officer Third Class Specialist Transport Airman, a Ser-
vice Dress Blue uniform of a Lieutenant Commander,
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CAM participates in the 190th ARW's
Friends and Family Day

Several volunteersand three vehicles from ourcollection traveled to thenorthend
of Forbes Field August5 totake partin the 190™ AirRefueling Wing (ARW) Kansas Air
National Guard Friends and Family Day.

Martin Moyer, Don Dawson, Gene Howerter, and Zak Amos took the 1941
Dodge Ambulance, 1952 Willysjeep, and 1965 Pacer 1002 three-wheel scooterto the
190 for exhibit. Stu Entzmet the group there with one ofhis jeeps, and Bob Crapser,
retired 190" member, also joined the group atthe event.

Asthe namesimplies, the Friends and Family Day isan open house for friends and
family ofthemenand women ofthe 190" ARW. Thisannualeventispopularwithfriends,
family, and members alike, and it has become more important with the increased
operational tempoand overseas deployments of detachments and elements of the 190",
Friendsand family cansee whatmembers ofthe 190" go throughto prepare forand return
fromadeploymentand see whattheireveryday work entails.

CAM has alongand excellentrelationship with the 190", and we have benefited
from theirsupportmany times overthe years. We enjoy the opportunitiesto supporttheir

eventsand functionsand also showcasea little of your Museum.
» » >

Upper Left: The Early
Aviation exhibit completed
by Tom Witty.

Right: The new WAVES
exhibit at the rear of the
Gift Shop.

and a gray striped summer
uniform of a Petty Officer
Third Class Specialist
Teacher. Included in the ex-
hibitare period photographs
and other artifacts of the
WAVES who wore the uni-
forms. >
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Hangar 604 drains get more attention

Work continued on the doorrail drains in Hangar
604 during July and August. Martin Moyer, Amos
Page, and Zak Amos finished cleaning out the 18
individual drains. Initially they useda gardenhose, shop
vacuum, and power washer, and combinations thereof,
butsome ofthe sediment and otherdebris in the drains

proved too solid for those devices. The crew experi-
mented withacouple ofhomemade power washnozzles
butmetwith limited success. Martin figured they needed
amade-to-orderauger to penetrate and break up these
sediments and setoutto find one. A couple ofdays later
hebroughtinjust whatheneeded, once it was modified
tosuit our purposes.

Martin found aheavy duty, steel tie
down stake thatanchors into the ground
with an auger tip. [t wasabout three feet
long. Thedrains the crew had been clean-
ing were about 31 inches deep, and the
crew preferred to not work on theirknees,
so they cut the stake in half. They took a
used sectionofelectrical conduitwith just
therightinside diameter forthe stakehalves
toslipinto, drilled through these, and then
bolted the pieces together. Their home-
made auger was now about five feetlong.

The*“special”tool worked quite well,
and soon the crew had all 18 drainsclear
of sediment and debris. Amos found
chunks ofasphaltand old rags insome of
the drains, and at least several had multi-
strands of safety wire in them.

Earlier, Zak and Danny San
Romanilocated and uncovered the clean
out plug outside the north end of Hangar
604. Getting the plug tounscrew fromits
standpipe was another matter. Over a
period of a week or so, Danny, Zak,
Martin, Amos and Don Dawson tried
various wrenches and sockets and pen-
etranttoloosen the plug while tryingnotto
damage it. Wedidnotwantto apply heat
tothe plug, as we did notknow whatkind

Martin Moyeron the hand-
held air chipper.
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asrepairscontinue

Top: Martin, again,
on the 90 pound
Jjack hammer.

of gases mighthave accumulated in the standpipe over
the years. Finally, Don took a chisel to the plug while
someone else pulled on a breaker bar and socket, and
this combination broke the plug free. Danny and Zak
cleaned it and the threads in the standpipe and coated
these with ananti-seize compound.

The next step was to flush the manifold pipe the
other 18 drains go into. This pipe is eight inches in
diameter. Itissome 332 feetlong from the north side of
Hangar 604 to the south side where it emptied into a
former drainage ditch. Filling the manifold drain would

take some 867 gallons of water. While we did not
necessarily wanttodothat, itwasevidentourlittle s inch
garden hose was not going to flush much sediment and
debris from the pipe, either. Earlier, Martinand Amos
installed new flexibleandrigid pipe tothe newly installed
clean outtee onthe southend of the manifold. Thenew
piping would direct the flow of drain waterinto an existing
culvertsystem. Allweneeded wassomething withsome
respectable pressure and volume to flush out the line.

Drains, con't. on page 10
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Drains, con't. from page 9

San Romani wrote a letter to Metro-
politan Topeka Airport Authority asking
for their assistance after speaking with
maintenance and fire department person-
nel. We got permission to have one of
MTAA’s fire trucks flush the manifold
pipe. Onthe morning of August4™, a fire
truck with two MTAA firemen arrived
outside Hangar 604, rana 1-1/2 inch fire
hose into the clean outplug opening, and
openedthevalve. Atfirstnothing seemed
to be happening, but the waterwas going
somewhere. The doors drains were not
backingup, but we were not getting any
flowatthe opposite end ofthe pipe, either.
Eventually, water backed up and outof
thecleanoutplug opening about the same
time Martin started to see it come out of
the south end. We had flow, but some-
thing inthe pipe seemed to be blockingit.
We looked to see if solid matter was
flushing through the line, butdid not see
anything. The hose was putback into the
opening and this time about 100 pounds
per square inch pressure was put on the
hose.

We got good flow on the other end
thistime.

The waterway at the end ofthe new One stretch of removed concrete.
pipe needed to be dug a little deeper for
proper runoff,andan MTAA employee
ran a backhoe to do this. He then back filled the trench holding the new piping. The
operation wasasuccess, and we figured that was the first flushing of the manifold pipe
since Forbes Air Force Base closed in 1973.

Martinand the crew still have minor maintenanceand improvements tomakearound
the doordrains. They are cutting wire mesh screens to go over these openings to help
keep debris and matter out of the individual drainpipes. They willadd someadditional
piping onthe southend, and shape up the new waterway. Thenew clean outplug onthe
south end of the manifold also needs tobe finished. and that should complete the drain
partofthisproject.

10
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The team, altered somewhat in its makeup, is now into some major concrete work just
outside the doors to the hangar. Thereisastrip of concrete about 17 inches wide running the
length ofthe hangar, starting at the outermost doorrail. This concrete isjustrottenand hasbeen
crumbling and breaking out over the past few years. Inthe worstareas, this makesitdifficult
tomoveaircraftoutand back into the hangar, especially back in. Thetireshavetorolloverthe
doorrails, and we have specially builtrail ramps to take care of this. But where the concrete
has broken out makes the outermostdoorrail an even higher obstacle toroll over. Going out
is notso bad, but coming back in is where a tail wheel ornose gearreally takes the stress. A
lot of pressure is putagainst a tail wheel to get it out of the hole and over the outermostrail as
atail draggeris backed into the hangar. Fortricycle gear, the nose wheel takes the stress as
thatis where the tow baris attached, and we are trying to get the main wheels up and over the
doorrail. Inthe worstareas, we have used boards to fill in the voids where the concrete was
gone to helpalleviate the problems withmoving aircraft.

Martin, Amos and Zak started on the south end of the hangar, breaking out the rotten
concrete. They used the waterblasterand asmallairchipper. The lattertool required a lot of
timeonone’sknees, and even witha foam rubber pad, theirkneecaps were complaining. Martin
soon beganlooking foralargerairhammer.

Zak had todrop out of the work saying some-
thingaboutstarting his freshman yearin High School,
butJack Vaughn was recruited into the team and
went right to work breaking out the old concrete.
Initially, the areas broken out were filled with new
concreteas they wentalong, buta concentrated use
ofthe water blaster one morning cleared outa few
long stretches of rotten concrete.

Martin broughtinalargerairhammer, butits
chiseland keeperspring were missing, and attempts
toadaptanother chisel to the hammerdid not work.
Jack, however, got a three-day donation of a 90
pound electric-powered jack hammer from White
Star Machinery and Supply Company of To-
peka, and the team soon had the targeted areas clear
of therotten concrete. We broke outabout 190 feet,
averagingabout 3 inches deep, and ina few places
over fourinchesdeep. More needs to be done, but
we have hitthe worstareas, and this will probably be
enough work to finish up the warm season. Martin
bought a 19 pound air hammer to dress up the
broken-outareas in preparation fornew concrete.
Dale Allen returned, and he, Martin, Amos and
Jack completed pouring the new concrete. Eighty-
eight bags of mix were used. =

A new pour of concrete.

M



Fixing up a movie mock-up creates a complex plot

In ourlastissue we wrote about putting the wings
back on the Bf-109G movie mockup and that some of
the seams Dave Houser had repaired were opening up
again. Wealso wrote that while this was asetback, we
hoped it was a minor one. This provedtobeabitofan
understatement.

The shortstory is, the mockup was trying to foldup
onitself. The wings, theirbox frame, and the landing gear
were trying tobreak away from the fuselage. Thelong
storyisas follows. '

Picture, if you will, abox-shaped skeletal frame-
work made outofangle iron. Thebox frameisabout 31
inches long X 45-1/4 inches wide X 8 inchestall. The
wingsareboltedtothe 31-inchlongsides ofthebox. The
landing gear struts are bolted to the forward corners of
the framework. Pairs of vertical angleiron supports are
. bolted to the front and rear of the box to support a
horizontal piece of pipe. Sections of angleironrunalong
the topsides of the framework These sections have
several shortlengths of vertical angle ironbolted to them.
Forwhateverreason, the mockup wasbuilt with three of
these verticallengths on the leftside of the box frameand
fourontherightside. Twoholesaredrilled througheach
ofthe vertical lengths ofangle ironneartheirtops. These
aretheattachment points for the fuselage.

Inside the cockpit, oneachside of the fuselage, are
eightverticalribs. Theribsare madeof%-inch plywood,
about 23 inches long and 2 to 2-1/4 inches wide. They
are covered with fiberglass. Sevenoftheribs matchup
with the vertical lengths of angle iron described above,
three on the left and four on the right. Two holes are
drilled through the bottom four inches of each of these
sevenribsand their fiberglass covering. The fuselageis
bolted to the vertical angleironlengths on the top of the
box frame through these holes, and by this means, the
fuselageisboltedto the wingsand landing gearassembly.
Atotal of 14 boltshold the fuselage and wing assemblies
together.

Our“minor” setback became amajorproblemone
afternoon when Dave started todo somerepair work on
theopened seams. Heremoveda fiberglass panel about
67 inches long X 37 incheshigh fromtherightnose of the
mockup. Assoonas he gotit free of the fuselage, alot
of stressrelieftook place indifferentareas. Davesaidthe
crack sounded like arifle shot. Where we had cracked

12

seams before, we now had large gaps. Lookinginside
the cockpit area showed us how bad things were.

Ahorizontal piece of pipe was mentioned earlier. It
isbolted in place eight inches above the top of the box
frame. Thepipeis 127 inches longand runs from inside
the cockpit to about 14 inches outside the nose of the
mockup. The propellerspinnerand propeller mount to
the section outside the nose. The pipe is 3-1/2 inches
diameter with a wall thickness of 3/16-inch. Itisheavy.

There was a floor section in the cockpit. Itwasa
piece of Y2-inch thick plywood sheet 27 inches long X
36-1/2incheswide. A length of2-inch X 2-inchlumber
supported the front edge of this floor section. In its
normal position, the pipe should clear the top of this
flooring by atleast 3-1/2 inches. What we found was the
end of the pipe was pressing into the top of the flooring
with enoughpressure tobow the plywoodand break the
supporting 2 X 2 lumberinhalf. Atthatpoint, theonly
thing keeping the nose and wings attached to therest of
the fuselage was that piece of plywood sheet.

We were lucky, very lucky. I am not sure Dave;
standing on a set of metal steps with a 67 inches X 37
inches piece of fiberglass in his hands, wouldhave gotten
clear ofthe nose and wings if they had brokenaway. If
thatplywood sectionhadnotbeenin the cockpit, nothing
would have stopped the pipe, box frame, wings, and
nose section from breaking off. The rear of the pipe
wouldhave continued down until ithitthe floorand the
nose would have been highintheair.

Wehad areal bummer on our hands, and it was not
immediately apparent why this happened. Once we got
past the discouragement of what was cracked, broken,
and twisted, we began looking for the cause of the failure.
Martin Moyer and Danny San Romani found the
failure points in the bottom ends of the plywood ribs
inside the cockpit. They appeared tohave dryrot. The
bolts running through the bottom of the ribs and their
fiberglass covering had broken out through the bottoms
oftheribs and torn through the fiberglass. Therearribs
failed first. Of the seven attachmentribs, the right front
was the only one that did not show some type of damage.
We picked dry rotted wood out from the other ribs with
ourfingers.

Martin and Don Dawson slid a set of metal steps
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under the rear edge of the box frame to temporarily
support the mockup’s frame, fuselage and wings, and we
began discussing a fix. We came up with one, and it
seems to be working.

First, Don jacked up the box frame. He placed
Jjacks onthebottom, trailingedge of the frame and jacked
theassembly back toits as-builtposition. The changein
the fuselage was immediately apparent, and gaps all
around the fuselage closed up. Don then blocked and
supported the box frame in place so he could begin
repairs.

Daninstalled reinforcementbars oneachside ofthe
seven attachment ribs inside the cockpit. We had a
supply of aluminum bar stock, 2-inch thick by 1-1/2
inches wide. Don cut lengths ofthis stock and custom
fitted themtotheindividualribs. Heinstalled solidblocks
of wood where the plywood broke out of the bottom of
theribs. Each plywood ribisnow sandwiched between
twoaluminum bars. Three additional holes have been
drilled along the length of the plywood ribs and the
aluminum bars. Where the sevenattachmentribs origi-
nally had twobolts each to support the box frame, wings,
and landing gear, thatload is now distributed with five
bolts perreinforced rib.

Once Don finished the rib reinforcement, he in-
serted a section of pipe in therearend of the existing 3-
172 inch diameter pipe. Thepipe insertextends rearward
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The reinforcement
work done (o the
interior of the Bf-109.

throughanexisting plywood bulkhead in the back of the
cockpit. Doninstalleda wooden saddle under the insert
foradditional support.

During the repairs, Danny looked through photo
albums and loose photographs of the Bf-109 mockup
and made aninteresting find. Thereis one photo ofthe
fuselagewithout wings takenin September2003. Know-
ing what we now know about how the box frame
attachestothe fuselage, and by looking at paintlinesin
this photo, we could see that the two rear angle iron
supports on the right side of the fuselage were already
breaking through the plywoodribs in2003. The indica-
tors were there; we just did not recognize them for what
they weretelling us.

In the “Things could have been worse™ view,
Martinmade this observation. We could have had the
mockupall back together, then the first time werolled it
out of the hangar and across the door rails everything
would have broken loose. Don also commented that
whoeverbuiltthe mockup probably wouldnotexpectto
still see itaround some 37 years later.

Although we feel these repairs are sound, the
Board of Directors voted to not pursue suspending the
Bf-109 in Hangar 602. It will remain earthbound.
However, the Taube replicalooks likea great candidate
to take the 109°s place. *¥»
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Archeologist, con't . from page 1

and the thenruling Baath Party’sroles ina genocide-type
approachtoeliminating opposition parties and peoples.

While in Pasadena, Randy learned that he would
notbe anarcheologist in Iraq but would work ina lab.
While archeology is Randy’s forte, working in the lab
was fine with him. Healso learned thathe wouldbeusing
atool forwhich he has little fondness—computers. But
thatwas not going to prevent him fromjoining the team
and on he went.

Afterthe group’sorganizationand training at Pasa-
dena, they traveled to Europe en route to Kuwait City,
Kuwait. Randy said they stayed at a top-of-the-line
hotel while in Kuwait City, a far cry from theirquarters
once they reached Iraq. The flight from Kuwait City to
Baghdad, [raqwas ina British Lockheed C-130J Her-
cules transport. Everyoneinthe grouphad toweara flak
jacketand helmeton the flight. Throughouthis presen-
tation Randy used apower point projector toillustrate his
comments, and he showed usaphoto ofhimselfdressed
inthe flak vestand helmet. They wereundoubtedly ofa
different style and color, but not something Randy, a
Vietnam veteran 1965-1967, had never worn before.
The team landed at Baghdad International Airporton
February 24,2005.

After arriving at the airport, the team waited six
hours for transportation to their job site/quarters ata
place called Camp Slater, named after a US Soldier
killed early in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Theairport was
near the southwest edge of the Baghdad Sector. Camp
Slater was located southeast of the airport, on the
southern edge ofthe Sector.

Uponarrival atCamp Slater, theteamwas takento
their new homes for the next four and one halfmonths,
what Randy called, “big tin sheds.” They were trailer-
type units. Eachunithad fourdoorsand adjoiningrooms
had two people perroom withabunkbed setup. Later,
as more of these units became available, at least some
members of the teams were able to get theirownrooms.
The team ofarcheologists worked as part of the RCLO
(Regime Crimes Liaison Office).

Camp Slater and its environs may have been a
culture shock to many folks on the team. It was a
controlled setting and required IDs and passes in order
touse many ofits facilities. Randy said personnel had to
havea card authorizing theiruse of the DFAC, or Dining
Facility. The Recreation [Rec] Hall was named the
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Lion’s Den. The two main eventsinthe Rec Hall were
on Tuesday and Friday nights. Tuesday nights were
Karaoke Night and Friday nights were dance nights.
Randy said that a Puerto Rican unit ran the Slater
compound, and there was a lot of Spanish dancing in the
Lion’s Den. Usually, lessons were given before the
dancingstarted, and then those whoreally knew how got
onto the floor. Randy said he and Karla have done
ballroom dancing, and he really enjoyed the opportunity
tolearn something of Latin dancing.

A gymnasium was set up in one of Hussein’s old
palaces — there were four or five inside Camp Slater.
Randy made use of the facilitiesand began workouts on

Randy said they felt
almost all of the 322 remains
they processed were Kurdish.

All the documents

they found were.
The victims were killed

around 1988-19889.

amachine called the ellipse. Thissoonbecameapartof
hiseveningroutine.

There wasan Internet Café where people could use
the Internet forone-halfhour periods. Asmuchas hedid
notcare forcomputers, Randy made almost daily use of
the Internet Café. He hadsetupablog (informationsite)
on the Internet, and kepta diary ofhis work posted for
Internetreaders tosee. Randy said thatthe lady whoran
the Café was from Hays, Kansas so they had something
incommon to talk about. He also said she ran the Café
firmly, but fairly, and did not hesitate to tell folks when
theirthirty minutes wereup.

Camp Slater’s MWR {Morale, Recreation, and
Welfare] operated a movie theater and library, but
Randy said few people went to the theater. Most had
personal lap top computers and watched DVD movies
on these in their quarters rather than go to the theater.
The library became Randy’s favorite place, and heread
anumberofselections during his time in Camp Slater.

Randy showed photos ofthe various palaces inside
Camp Slater. One was called the Perfume Palace.
Another, used as a Baath party headquarters building,
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had been shot up and bombed out. Randy did have a
couple ofimages looking into the ruins, and told us this
building was known forhaving one of the longest chan-
deliers in the world, now destroyed.

Perhaps the most odd looking palace was one
known as the Flintstones Palace, after the long running,
popular children’s TV cartoon show. Hussein’s two
sons loved the Flintstones as children, so the palace was
builtonthattheme, including itsexterior. Randy showed
a couple of photos of the palace, and it looked like
somethingrightoutoftheFlintstones.

Hussein called the complex of palaces that con-

tained Camp Slater “Victory Over America.” Randy’

said that while the palaces showed a lot of opulence,
closerexaminationrevealed that much of the furnishings
were notactually that great. While they were certainly
richerthan the furnishings found in mostIraqis’ homes,
they werenottop of the line craftsmanship.

One area that Randy and other archeologists vis-
ited was amaterials dumpsite. The site included mate-
rials and debris taken from bombed out areas and
buildings in the complex. Randy and others looked
through the rubble and could see what types of materials
oncedecorated the palace interiors and other compound
buildings.

~ The next series of photos showed us the work
facility forthe RCLO team. These weretented Quonset
huts. They wereinsulated andairconditioned, but Randy
pointed out that one person who worked in the lab tent
with him seemed to think air conditioning was a luxury
they did not need. Before he left Iraq, Randy said
daytime temperatures regularly reached 122°. Even
though the heat was dry, it was hot. The photos showed
the tents were olive drab, and although they were insu-
lated, thatcolor did little toreflect the sunlight. He had
acouple of photos ofhis workstation inside the tentand
pointed out that he placed himself near the air condi-
tioner.

Thetentsdidnothavetoilet facilities. Forthat, there
were fourport-a-potties lined upalittle ways outside the
tent. There was nothing special about them. They
looked like the same portable outdoor privies seen at
placesall overthe US. Randy said thatitwasnottoo long
before one of the port-a-potties was designated “Ladies
Only” in four different languages. He could remember
English, Arabic, and Filipino (Talagog) as three of the
fourlanguages. The Talagog wasusedbecausealarge
contingent of folks from the Philippines was contracted
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tomaintain thebuildingsand grounds ofthearea, adding
to the international flair of Camp Slater.

Randy worked in the Cultural Objectstentand lab.
The archeologists found the human remains at the dig
sites. From the sites it appeared that bulldozers were
usedtodigtrenches. People werethenlinedupalongthe
trenches and shot.

Individual remains were placedinabody bagand
transported to Camp Slater. They were initially takento
what was called the Intake Tent. There the bones were
separated fromclothing and everything else. Thebones
then wentto the Osteology Tent. Everything else went
toRandy’stent.

Randy’s team was the second wave of archeolo-
gists to work with the mass graves. A person named
Diane was with the first wave, and she developed the
initial reports for documenting the recovered cultural
objects. Sheoverlapped with Randy foraperiod oftime
andwasthe personwho seemed tonotlike air condition-
ing. AlthoughRandy said she gave the appearance of
running the cultural objects lab and documentation, the
real boss was a Jim Bames of the Army Corps of
Engineers.

Randy also worked in the Holding Tent. Here,
chain of custody was especially important for the han-
dlingofboxes of documented bonesand cultural objects.
Randy said the remains 0f 322 men, women, and children
were processed through the Holding Tent. The chainof
custody was so important because these were the items
tobe used as evidence in future trial proceedings.

Only ahandful of documents were found during the
sorting of remains from cultural objects. Randy saidall
the documents were found on women’sremains. He said
thatworking in the lab and handling the cultural objects
was not bad. It was about what he expected. He said
itwas not always pleasant because of the odors and the
factthatsometimes the clothing was stiff from the bodily
fluids of the deceased. But he felt the work was very
important and never regretted taking the assignment.
Randy departed Iraq on June 20, 2005.

Duringa question and answer period, Randy said
they felt almost all of the 322 remains they processed
were Kurdish. Allthe documents they found were. The
victims were killed around 1988-1989.

In response to a question about the likelihood
people would be prosecuted over the mass killings,

""Archeologist,” continued on page 16
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Archeologist, con't . from page 15

Randy felt that there was an excellentchance thatthey would. While
the focus has been on Hussein s trial, the evidence gathered by RCLO
will also be used against other members of the Baath Party and/or
military leaders. Randy said that crimes committed by the former
regime were well documented, by the formerregimeitself. Apparently,
those who carried out the executions received “points and kudos™ for
doing so, and they made sure theirnumbers were properly recorded.

Randy said that crimes committed
by the former regime
were well documented,
by the former regime itself.
Apparently, those who carried out
the executions received “points
and kudos” for doing so,
and they made sure
their numbers were
properly recorded.

Randy said he had to get three or four shots before going
overseas.

Inresponse toa questionaboutseeing Iragis, Randy answered
that to the best ofhis knowledge he never saw Iraqis in Camp Slater,
primarily because of security concerns bothmilitarily and because of
the work being done with the mass graves. He said there were Arabs
in the camp, but not Iraqis. He also said there were troops all over.
Randy commented that they had a good attitude, and he remarked on
the number of uniformed women atthe Camp. Healso feltthey had
much better uniforms than what he remembered from Vietnam. He
said most of the US military he saw were Army and Air Force.

One other thing Randy showed us was something he got after
returning to the US. It was a tattoo on the bottom ofhis forearm. It
is in Arabic, and Randy said it reads *I survived Iraq”, to which
someone in the audience asked, “Are you sure that’s what it really
says?”

We thank Randy very much forsharing his journey and time in
Iraq with us. This was areal behind the scene look at what years of
rule by Saddam Husseinand his regime have done tomany of Iraq’s
people. For those of you who might want to gain some more
informationabout the mass graves, the January 2006 issue of National
Geographic has “Genocide Unearthed” as its second article.
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Visitors

During July
the Museum had
1,276 visitors
from 40 states
and
Canada
Germany
Great Britain
Mexico
New Zealand
South Africa
Sweden

During August
we had
1,062 visitors

G

~ from 37 states

and
Canada
China
Columbia
Czech Republic
France
Gemany
Great Britain
Japan
New Zealand
Sweden
Taiwan
Thailand
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Vietnam Marine exhibit, con't. from page3

“As other helicopters lift off and land, you are
blasted with the heat of theirengines, the smell ofburning
fuel and sand blown by theirrotors. Any lettersorloose
paperback books are indiscriminately blown up and
away as Marines and supplies are carried to the moun-
tainousjungles.

“Thehelicopters deliver food, water,ammunition,
letters, packages from home, and more Marines. They
carryoutletterstohome, wounded Marinesand Marines
going home. They provide fire supportand observation
inways thatare your only lifeline totheworld. Whenthe
birds fly youhave supplies. Whenthe weatherisbad, as
itis during the Monsoons, you make food stretch and
drink rainwater collected in ponchos or drawn from
rivers.

“Helicopterschanged the face of war for the infan-
tryman. In Vietnam, they flew 500,000 Medevac mis-
sions. These missions dropped the percent of those
killed by wounds from 4.5% in WWII to 2.6% in
Vietnam. The extramobility made it possible to operate
with one third thenumber of troops by taking the troops
totheenemy. Asaresult, theaverage infantrymanspent
240 days in combat compared to 40 days in the South
Pacificin WWILI. '

“Behind youisa 175 mmartillery piece pounding
your landing zone and clearing off the dense jungle
foliage. It sounds like itis pointed at your head as the
concussion makes you pucker. Youimagine the huge
rounds tearing up thejungle mountain topand anticipate
the snarl of trees and dirt that you will soon be dumped
into. Youhopethatitalso clears outany sign of life.

“Finally, you receive the word to saddle up and
movetothestagingareatoboard. Youstruggleintoyour
flack jacket and strap on your cartridge belt complete
with firstaid pouch, compass, two canteens, and K-bar
knife. Youthrow yourpack over your flightjacketand
shrug it into a comfort zone on yourback. Youpickup
your Claymores, LAAW rocket launcher, gas mask,
ammo bandoliers, and helmet, rifle and mortarrounds.

“The mencurl inanarcinsquads and head forthe
dropped ramp door trying to avoid the dust, sand and
exhaust. Equipment clatters together as they shuffle
along. They continually runintoeach otheraseachman
steps onto the ramp and the weight of the equipment
resists slowing down. As youstep onboard yourknees
signal their impending demise and you head fora jump
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seat, the lastman on. Yourradioman isthe nextto last
on. Youbuckle yourseatbeltand slouch downhoping
tomake a smaller target.

“Goggle eyed crewmen direct traffic as though we
are cars in a traffic jam and we obediently sit where
assigned. Thereisadesperate feeling of resignationand
helplessness as yousink into the jump seatand the craft
ascends. The windows are a panorama and you are
entranced withthe ferociousbeauty ofthelandscape, the
brightness of the sun and your own mortality.

“Asyouapproachthe landingzone, youimagineall
of the things that might go wrong and you plan for the
worst. Youworry aboutyourlocation, deploymentafter
landing and your kids. When the ramp goes downyou
areentering theunknown. Yougulpdownyour fearand
jump across the ramp, radio handset in hand, hoping that
this chopperis actually on the ground and the pilotcan
read amap. It would notbe the firsttime that the ramp
openedbeforethehelicopterlanded, oryou weredropped
inthe wrongplace.

“I hope this conveys the spirit of what it was like to
beayoung Marine Officer in Vietnam leading ahelicop-
terassaultin 1968. Wehaveassembled it with infinitely
detailed accuracy. Mostofthedisplay containsarticles
thatI personally wore, used orrecovered during my year
in Vietnam. Thank youagain forattendingand Ihopeyou
enjoy theexhibit.”

Tad thenasked ifthe members of theaudience had
any questions,and he gotaboutabaker’sdozen. Atthe
end ofthe questionsand answers, he invited the audience
to go inside the Sea Stallion to view the exhibit. While
they did that, Channel 13 s representative interviewed
Tad. A segmentonthededicationranonthe 6 p.m.news
andalittlelongersegmentandpartof Tad’sinterviewran
on the 10 p.m. news. *»

Join the

Combat Air Museum!
)

Your membership
and support
are important to us.
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Visitors share with us a little more history
about one of our aircraft

We received some additional history about our
Beech RU-8D Seminoleon August | 5 duringavisitto
the Museum by Mr. Delbert Henry Likins and hisson,
Adrian. They were returning to North Carolina after
riding their Harley Davidson motorcycles to the 66"
Annual Black Hills Motorcycle Rally in Sturgis, South
Dakota. They dropped down to Kansas and Topeka
specifically tovisitthe Museum and see the RU-8D. As
ayoung Private First Class (latera Spec 5), Mr. Likins
was crew chief on our aircraft in Da Nang, South
Vietnam from February 1969 to September 1970.

Mr. Likins brought with him some 25 photographs
from histimein DaNang, including several of 53-1358.
Curator Danny San Romani told him brieflyabouthow
a former pilot of 358, CWO Bruce Clapham (now
deceased), had acquired the aircraft, restored it to its
current condition, and do-
nated itto Combat AirMu-

remained in Army service until 1980 and the additions
may have been made post-Vietnam. Mr. Likins also
talked about what it was like to work on the aircraft,
especially its engines, and didnotseemtohavealot of
fond memories of engine overhauls and repairs. He
pointed out in his photos that the propeller spinners were
painted yellow when he was with the 138". In Bruce
Clapham’s photos they were eitherolive drab or white.

Adriancommented thatthe cabindid notlook very
large. Mr. Likins replied thata crew of three normally
flew, the pilot, co-pilot, and diddy-bopper (spelling?),
his term for the communications specialist. TheRU-8D
did notbroadcastor transmit. Its purpose was to listen
and interceptenemy radio traffic. Two planes in theair
up to 100-150 miles apart would listen to certain fre-
quencies. Ifthey both gotahit on the same frequency
they could triangulate the
position and fix the location

seum. San Romani also
said thatMr. Clapham and
his family donated anum-
ber of photos taken of air-
craft and personnel of the
138" Aviation Battalionat

Mr. Likins pointed out
our RU-8D in his photos,
and it carried the name
: LONER.

of the enemy transmitter.
From there, intelligence
couldbeacquired from lis-
tening in on the frequency
‘or they could call an air
strike or ground troopsonto

DaNang.

SanRomani gotthose
photos and spread them out for Mr. Likinsand hisson to
look over. Bruce Claphamhadbeenin Vietnam 1966-
1967, and Mr. Likins came in two years later. He
commented thatat the time Bruce Clapham was there
personnel of the 138" were living ina Da Nang hotel.
When he gotto the unit, they were all bivouacked at the
DaNangairbase. San Romani commented that Bruce
Clapham had notbeenable to putaspecificname to358.
His photos were either ofnames painted on the noses of
aircraft, orimages of their tail numbers, butneverbothat
the same time. So, he painted the name LONELY
RINGER on 358 s nose, aradio call sign used much of
the time by the 138", Mr. Likins pointed outour RU-8D
in his photos, and it carried the name LONER.

He and his son spent the better part of an hour
looking over the RU-8D. He pointed outsome antennas
and otherelectronic devices thatwere notonthe aircraft
when he worked onit. San Romani told him the aircraft
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the position.

Mr. Likins was very
appreciative that we have *his” plane in our collection
and thatit was being taken care of. He said he has done
quiteabitofInternet searching for RU-8Ds of the 138"
Aviation Battalion to find outwhathappenedtothem. He
has found a handful, including one on exhibit at Fort
Meade, Maryland. Allinallheand Adrian spentabout
two hours in the Museum before continuing their trip
back to North Carolina.

So, we have a few more bits of information to add
to the file of the LONELY RINGER/LONER, 53-
1358. Itisapleasure totalk to visitors who have had an
association with one of ouraircraft. Itbringsallkinds of
memoriesand stories to the surface, and we gainabetter
and more personable understanding of the aircraft’s
history. =
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More exterior markings have been applied to this restoration.

Looking for help from you
to finish the markings on the ambulance

The ambulance is really looking good. Detail
work continues since the lastissue of Plane Talk.

Don Dawson applied caduceus emblems and
US Army Vehicle to each side of the ambulance and
AMBULANCE across the top of the windshield.
Thatleaves the Dodge’s War Department Number,
which we have, and USA. These go onthe top rear.
Wealsoneedtoreapply the “bumper numbers”to the
frontbumper, butwe do nothave these. We are pretty
sure Loyd Ellison recorded these somewhere before
he removedall the paint from the front bumper, butwe
havenot found them.

So, we are asking our readers for help. Ifany
ofyouhave photographs of the ambulance when it
first came to the Museum, or from any time before
Loyd began preparing it for repainting, we would
really like to look them over to see what bumper
numbers may have been onthe vehicle.

Interior-wise, Don still has some electrical
wiring to work out in order to make the taillights
operate. >

Visit our website at
www.combatairmuseum.org
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ThankyoutoTCJreaders
whoincludeusin
"TheBest....of Topeka"
contest

For several years The Topeka Capital-Jour-
nalhas run an annual feature in the paper called the
“Bestof Topekaandsixtymiles.” Readersareinvited
to fillina form and mail itto the paper with their votes
forthe “Best.....”" This yearthere were 100 catego-
ries to vote for. Theresults were printed in aspecial
section ofthe paperon August 30". The section listed
the top five places foreach category.

Combat Air Museum placed 2* under the
category Museum/Historic Location. The Kansas
Museum of History was 1*. Following CAM were
Old Prairie Town/Ward Meade 3"; Brown v. Board
of Education National Historic Site4"; and Museum
of Natural History at the University of Kansas. 5.
The numbers of votes for each site were not listed.
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